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Using 3R'’s of Digital Literacy in
Learning English

Being able to evaluate online information has become an important skill in the modern
world. Having good digital literacy skills does not only help you with independent
learning of a foreign language, but it will also assist you in developing critical-thinking
skills applicable across a wide range of subjects. At universities today, students are
expected to know about the 3R’s of Internet-based research. Is this piece of reading
Relevant? Is this website Reliable? How do we know if this information is Recent or
not? In this lesson, we will try to find answers to these and many other questions

related to digital literacy and the use of Internet to improve your English language skills.
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What Is a Trope?

Perhaps you have never heard the word “trope.” However, if you like movies, tv, popular
fiction, anime or manga, you know many, many tropes without realizing it. Tropes are
recurring patterns in popular narrative. If you watch romantic comedies, “meet cute” is a
commonly recurring trope. If you like Disney’s movies, the “comical sidekick” is another
very common trope. Let’s learn some of these basic tropes together. You can also learn

where to look up tropes and explore them on your own.
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How to Read English Storybooks to
Children

English picture books are an essential part of lessons when teaching English to children
in Japan. What is the best way to read out loud? We will learn easy skills to make
English storytelling fun and effective. One technique is voice control, for instance,
reading slowly, quickly, loudly, softly, with a high voice or a low voice. Another good
technique is interactive reading, for instance, asking the children questions about the
story, the pictures, or what’s coming next. Simple techniques like these can make a

dramatic difference.
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Using Games to Teach English to
Children

Games in English lessons for children are not just for fun. They can help the students to
develop important skills in English, and motivate them to learn English with pleasure.
We will learn some excellent English games that develop listening and vocabulary, such
as the hints game, the lie game, and odd man out. We will also learn interactive games
such as Chip Champion, as well as games like relay writing which can get the whole
class involved and show students that things which seem hard, like English spelling, can
actually be exciting.
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Understanding English Slang

Watching movies or tv in English or listening to English pop music might be challenging,
because there are so many slang expressions. Where do these expressions come from?
What do they mean? Where can | look them up? Which slang is new and which is old?
How do | know when it is OK or not OK to use slang expressions? We will learn
important things about English slang, and especially the latest slang by “Generation Z,”
who have the most slang of any generation in history.
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